Concerning the state of the economy, the chatter of pundits is deafening and often confusing. Only a few voices have been able to pierce through the noise with meaningful analysis and forecasting. Chief among them is Kenneth S. Rogoff. Economist, professor, best-selling author, and media commentator, Dr. Rogoff delivers a point of view that is provocative, cogent, and thought provoking. In this interview, he brings his unique perspective to questions about our economy and our future.
Chess
I think part of my brain is hardwired for chess; I still think about it to relax.* I follow the top championship games and occasionally correspond with active top players. Deciding on economics over chess as a career was a very tough choice. While I have no regrets about having chosen economics, I think I could have been a professional chess player and probably been very happy.
Influences
My thesis adviser, the late Rudi Dornbusch, was a huge influence. He had this incredible enthusiasm about the interplay of policy and research in economics. He was just a very exciting, dynamic man, one who inspired a whole generation of economists, including Paul Krugman, Jeffrey Sachs, and Lawrence Summers, among others. Another was my undergraduate teacher the late James Tobin. He really conveyed the fact that economics matters, that these things, which seem so theoretical, actually affect people. The late Paul Samuelson, one of the other great economists of the 20th century and one of my professors at MIT, was also a huge influence. Despite his great gifts, he was a humble man. He set a great example from which I'm still learning.
The future
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